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tortured by her own self-obsession. Yet there is some reason
to believe that, despite this shattering storm of grief, the
death of Prince Albert struck her daughter Vicky with more
shocking force than in reality it did his wife. Selfishness was
the motive for the wife's insane grief. That was not the
case where the daughter was concerned.

At Osborne, in that nightmare month after the death of the
Consort, Alice struggled with her agonized and bewildered
mother. In Berlin Fritz tended helplessly a wife in the same
condition.

Vicky was not merely the most cherished fruit of her

father's body ; she was also part of his mind and of his soul.

' You don't know,' she had once written to Bertie,' how one

longs for a note from him when one is distant.'   If Albert

thought at all in his last moments it was probably that he

would see her no more, rather than that he was leaving his

wife.   In her father's presence Vicky found peace.   Even

with Fritz, whom she dearly loved, her mind was always

restless for action.   But it was this fierce vitality which, on

the one hand, brought the Princess Royal comparatively

quickly out of the grief-stricken coma, that, on the other

hand, enveloped her mother for years.   Those who knew her

well believed that Vicky was never quite the same after the

death of her father.  The truth was that the daughter without

her father grew inwardly less confident and, therefore, it

was  her  misfortune  that  she  became   outwardly  more

dynamic.   She emerged from her grief a shade more bitter

and harder, perhaps, and more prone to feel lonely when she

began to know that she was misunderstood.   Perhaps it was

unfortunate, too, that the delicate task of bringing up

William during the years that leave the" deepest impression

fell to her immediately after her father's death instead of

during his lifetime.

That year the Crown Princess was hardly seen in Prussia.
In the first few months she shrank from meeting anybody.
Then she was in an advanced stage of pregnancy. In August
her second son Henry was born at the New Palace. In the
meantime, in July, Princess Alice had been married to